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St. Davog’s Primary School

Homework Policy

Signed: ____________________________________ (Chairperson, BoG)

Date:    _______________________
It is the policy in St. Davog’s P.S. that all pupils should receive homework.  Homework can play an important part in the education process.  It allows pupils to practice, apply and consolidate what has been learnt in school and at the same time facilitates parental involvement in the child's learning. Homework can be seen as a means of parents becoming aware of what their child is learning in school and gives them an insight into how their child is performing in school.
The type of homework set will range from informal tasks in the early years to a more formal arrangement in the senior classes.  Each class teacher will decide on the most appropriate tasks for his/her class.  Parents need to ensure that they get the homework programme from the teacher involved with their child so that a genuine working partnership can be established between teachers and parents.
Homework tasks will generally cover a wide range of activities and may not always involve written work.  Children will be asked to research topics, make observations, gather and record data, collect materials and conduct interviews, learn spellings or tables and practice handwriting.  At all times children will be encouraged to take home books to read.  Parents will be encouraged to try to find the time to read with their children and to discuss their books with them.  Many tasks will be directly related to work going on in the classroom and pupils will be asked to practice, apply and consolidate the knowledge and skills which they have learnt in school.
Parental support and encouragement will be vital for the success of the homework programme.
Aims and Objectives:

Our homework policy will allow pupils to develop the practice of working on their own without the constant presence of the teacher and other pupils.
· Help children to make more rapid progress in learning. 
· An opportunity for the practice, application and consolidation of work done in school.
· To promote a sense of independence and self-discipline.
· To help establish self-confidence.
· To foster a link between home and school so that parents become involved in their child’s education.
· To prepare for the child’s future education and to establish a pattern of learning beyond the school environment.
· Encourage children to enjoy reading at home. 

· Allow children to use materials and sources of information that are not always available in the classroom. 

· Give opportunities for more long term research. 

· Give pupils the opportunities to work to a deadline.
We ask parents to set aside:-
TIME 

· To check the homework diary for homework and messages.
· To support their child practicing spellings and tables
· To guide their child with any written homework
· Listen to reading and discuss the story 
· To sign the written homework activity when it is completed and add a comment in the Homework Diary (if necessary)
SPACE
· To enable children to work uninterrupted and without unnecessary disturbances
Remember to praise and encourage your child's work.
Whilst homework is important, it should not prevent children from taking part in a wide range of activities outside school. Belonging to other clubs and organisations play an important part in acquiring skills for adult life.
1. Homework is set Monday to Thursday, the weekend being regarded as free. The amount of homework varies according to the age and/or the ability of the child.
2. Teachers try to make sure that their instructions regarding homework are clear to everyone in the class and that all pupils have plenty of time to copy down what is expected. For younger children, the class teacher will normally write homework in the homework diary.
3. Teachers aim to mark or respond to homework regularly and in a way that is encouraging and helpful to the children. 

4. Parents are informed about the school's homework policy at the beginning of the school year. 

5. Parents are asked to sign their child's homework after the homework is completed.
6. Parents are asked to help organise their child's time so that homework is not done at the last minute.
7. Parents are encouraged to let the class teacher know if there are problems with homework. ( e.g. if it is too hard or too easy ) 

8. For children with specific learning needs, homework will be set at an appropriate level which consolidates work in class and gives an opportunity to progress and succeed in their learning.
9. Teachers will let parents know if there is a problem with homework. 

10. Teachers will amend their homework pattern to allow children to complete homework supplied by External Learning Support Agencies to not over burden children.
Time Allocation
As children progress through the primary school, the level of work and time given to homework will increase.  As a guide the following times are allocated to the completion of homework:

P1
5 – 10mins

P2
15 – 20mins

P3
25mins
P4
30mins

P5-7
40 –45mins

As a guide the following aspects of homework will be given on a nightly basis from P4 to P7:

· Reading, Spellings, Tables and Literacy or Numeracy

Conclusion

The school has a strong belief in the value of homework and will strive to set work matched to

the ability of the child. This work will be marked in school and should give the parent a guide as

to their child’s progress.

Children who go on holidays during the year will not have work provided for them by the class

teacher as homework is a reinforcement activity and consolidation of work that has been taught during the school day.

Parents who have any queries about homework should arrange a meeting with their child’s class

teacher.
